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1
HIGH FIELD ASYMMETRIC ION MOBILITY
SPECTROMETRY (FAIMS) METHODS AND
DEVICES WITH VOLTAGE-GAS
COMPOSITION LINKED SCANS

TECHNICAL FIELD

The presently disclosed subject matter relates to the field of
high field asymmetric waveform ion mobility spectrometry
(FAIMS), and more particularly to methods and devices for
the coordinated control of carrier gas composition and the
voltages applied to a FAIMS analyzer.

BACKGROUND

The presently disclosed subject matter generally relates to
improved methods and devices for the analysis of gas phase
ions via ion mobility type analyzers, particularly high field
asymmetric waveform ion mobility analyzers (FAIMS).
FAIMS is a gas phase ion separation technique which utilizes
the non-linear change in ion mobility as a function of electric
field strength to filter ions (McDaniel and Mason, 1973).

There exists a need to improve the performance of FAIMS.
Efforts to improve FAIMS performance, including, for
instance: the use of planar geometry FAIMS devices instead
of cylindrical devices; increasing the amplitude of the “high”
portion of the electric field by improving power supply
designs; decreasing the inter electrode distances thereby
allowing an increase in the electric field without discharge;
using chemical modifiers or carrier gas dopants; and modify-
ing the composition of the carrier gas, have been met with
limited success. However, each of the previously attempted
methods of improving performance has come with an asso-
ciated cost. For example, any improvement made to FAIMS
performance in the prior art for one compound or class of
compounds, by using a modified carrier gas for example, has
come with a loss of performance for some other class of
compounds. This loss in performance may reduce resolution,
reduce peak capacity, or result in a loss of signal intensity. In
addition, gas mixtures which contain a gas with a lower
dielectric breakdown threshold, or include reactive gases may
shorten the operational lifetime of the instrument.

Thus, the need to optimize FAIMS performance, including
modifying the carrier gas composition in a compound specific
manner in order to improve overall performance, still exists.
The presently disclosed and claimed subject matter addresses
this and other needs in the art.

SUMMARY

It is an object of the presently disclosed subject matter to
provide methods and devices for voltage-gas composition
linked scans in High Field Asymmetric Ion Mobility Spec-
trometry (FAIMS).

An object of the presently disclosed subject matter having
been stated hereinabove, and which is achieved in whole or in
part by the presently disclosed subject matter, other objects
will become evident as the description proceeds when taken
in connection with the accompanying drawings as best
described hereinbelow.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The presently disclosed subject matter can be better under-
stood by referring to the following figures. The components in
the figures are not necessarily to scale, emphasis instead
being placed upon illustrating the principles of the presently
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2

disclosed subject matter (often schematically). In the figures,
like reference numerals designate corresponding parts
throughout the different views. A further understanding of the
presently disclosed subject matter can be obtained by refer-
ence to an embodiment set forth in the illustrations of the
accompanying drawings. Although the illustrated embodi-
ment is merely exemplary of systems for carrying out the
presently disclosed subject matter, both the organization and
method of operation of the presently disclosed subject matter,
in general, together with further objectives and advantages
thereof, may be more easily understood by reference to the
drawings and the following description. The drawings are not
intended to limit the scope of this presently disclosed subject
matter, which is set forth with particularity in the claims as
appended or as subsequently amended, but merely to clarify
and exemplify the presently disclosed subject matter.

For a more complete understanding of the presently dis-
closed subject matter, reference is now made to the following
drawings in which:

FIG. 1 shows a block flow diagram for the optimization of
carrier gas composition as a function of FAIMS analyzer
voltage or scan time;

FIG. 2 is a schematic of a FAIMS analyzer which uses a
combination of two separately regulated gases as both the
counter current desolvation gas and the analyzer carrier gas;

FIG. 3 is a schematic of a FAIMS analyzer which uses
separate gas ports with the desolvation gas being split
between desolvation and carrier gas, and a separate controller
and ports for a dedicated carrier gas;

FIG. 4 is a graphical representation of a gas scan profile
where the percent composition of at least one gas in a mixture
decreases linearly with increasing voltage applied to the
FAIMS analyzer;

FIG. 5 is a graphical representation of a gas scan profile
where the percent composition of at least one gas in a mixture
decreases in a non-linear fashion with increasing voltage
applied to the FAIMS analyzer;

FIG. 6 is a graphical representation of a gas scan profile
where the percent composition of a least one gas in a mixture
forms a “notch” while scanning the voltage applied to the
FAIMS analyzer;

FIG. 7 is a graphical representation of the effects of helium
(He) gas concentration in the carrier gas on ion transmission.
Allions decreased in transmission with increasing percentage
of He. Transmission decreased with a decrease in the mass-
to-charge ratio.

FIGS. 8A-8D are graphical representations depicting the
effect of He concentration on ion resolution. Ions with mass-
to-charge values of 622 (FIG. 8A), 922 (FIG. 8B), 1522 (FIG.
8C), and 2122 (FIG. 8D) were observed with percent helium
compositions ranging from 0% He to 57%. Resolution
increased with increasing percent He composition for higher
ny/z ions. Lower m/z ions were lost above 28% He.

FIG. 9 is graphical representation illustrating the effect of
scanning the percent He while the sample was held at a static
CV on the ability to separate ions. Scanning across the per-
cent He at a static CV allowed for the separation of a sample.
Scanning the percent He composition also enabled the sepa-
ration of two conformations of m/z 2122.

FIG. 10 is a graphical representation illustrating the effect
of' He concentration on the transmission of a smaller peptide.
Results are shown for the peptide Angiotensin I. The intensi-
ties shown are relative to the maximum abundance for each of
the charge states throughout the experiments. Percent trans-
mission decreased for both charge states with the addition of
1 L/min He or more. A decrease in transmission limited
separations with more than 1.5 L/min He.
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FIGS. 11A and 11B are graphical representations illustrat-
ing the effect of He concentration on the resolution of a
smaller peptide. Results are shown for both charge states of
the peptide Angiotensin I (m/z 433, FIG. 11A; n/z 649 FIG.
11B). The results show an increase in CV for both charge
states of Angiotensin 1. The resolving power for m/z 433
increased from 10.9 (0% He or 0 L./min) to 11.5 (14% He or
1 L/min).

FIGS. 12A-12C are graphical representations illustrating
the effect of He concentration on the separation of different
charge states of Angiotensin . FIGS. 12A, 12B and 12C show
the separation of both charge states of Angiotensin I (m/z 433
and m/z 649) at He concentrations of 0 L/min, 0.5 L/min and
1 L/min, respectively. The testing was conducted at DV=1.2
kV.

FIGS. 13A and 13B illustrate the effect of linked scanning
on resolving power (RP), where percent He composition was
scanned along with CV. Results are presented for ions with
mass-to-charge values of 622, 922 and 1522. FIG. 13 A pre-
sents the resulting data in tabular format. FIG. 13B is a
graphical representation of the results from linked-scanning.

FIGS. 14A-14C illustrate the effect of linked scanning on
resolving power (RP) or resolution. FIGS. 14A and 14B
compare the resolution of ions with mass-to-charge values of
622, 922 and 1522, for non-linked scanning (FIG. 14A) and
linked scanning (FIG. 14B). The data, including percent
increasing in RP, is set out in tabular format in FIG. 14C.

FIGS. 15A-15C are graphical representations illustrating
the effect of linked scanning on RP of ions with mass-to-
charge values of 622 (FIG. 15A), 922 (FIG. 15B) and 1522
(FIG. 15C). Using linked scanning the estimated resolving
power is 18.0 for m/z 622, 25.1 for m/z 922 and 114 for m/z
1522. These results illustrate a large increase in RP compared
to traditional CV scans.

FIGS. 16A and 16B are graphical representations illustrat-
ing the effect of He on waveform. FIG. 16A illustrates the
waveform when He concentration is 0%. FIG. 16B illustrates
the waveform when He concentration is 60%. Without being
bound by any particular theory of operation, the results are
believed to illustrate that introduction of He to the system
causes the waveform to change (capacitance of system
changes). No changes were made to settings of the power
supplies.

FIGS. 17A-17C are graphical representations illustrating
the effect of changes in DV and Helium (He) on separation of
ions with mass-to-charge values 0of 622 (FIG.17A), 922 (FIG.
17B) and 1522 (FIG. 17C). For each ion (m/z 622, 922 and
1522), results are shown for gas compositions consisting of:
100% Nitrogen (N,) and 0% He; 80% N, and 20% He; 60%
N, and 40% He; and 40% N, and 60% He. Changes in DV and
He improved separation.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

High field asymmetric ion mobility spectrometry (FAIMS)
separates gas phase ions based on the ratio of their mobilities
in high and low electric fields. The presently disclosed subject
matter generally relates to improved methods and devices for
the analysis of gas phase ions via FAIMS. FAIMS is a gas
phase ion separation technique which utilizes the non-linear
change in ion mobility as a function of electric field strength
(Buryakov etal., J. Mass Spectrom. lon Phys. 128.143,1993)
to filter ions. Above an electric field to gas density ratio (E/N)
ofapproximately 40 Td (E>10,700 V/cm at atmospheric pres-
sure) the mobility coefficient K(E) has a non-linear depen-
dence on the field. K(E) also has a dependence on the gas in
which the separation is performed. By varying the composi-
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4

tion of the gas in which the separation is carried out the
resolution and sensitivity of separation can be increased (Sh-
vartsburg et al., 2010). This dependence is believed to be
specific for each ion species. FAIMS is described in detail in
the literature (Buryakov et al., 1993; Riegner et al., 1997,
Carnahan et al., 1996; and U.S. Pat. No. 5,420,424). FAIMS
devices disperse ions based on the difference in the mobility
of'an ion at high field (K,,) relative to its mobility at low field
(K,). That is, the ions are separated on the basis of the com-
pound dependent behavior of mobility as a function of elec-
tric field strength in a gas or mixture of gases which typically
does not change through the experiment. In FAIMS devices
such as described in U.S. Pat. No. 6,972,407, herein incorpo-
rated by reference in its entirety, two parallel, planar conduct-
ing electrodes are used to generate an electric field in which
analyte ions are to be analyzed. The analyte ions are entrained
in a carrier gas which moves at high velocity (several meters
per second) perpendicular to the electric field, i.e. parallel to
the surface of the planar conducting electrodes. Applying the
appropriate potentials to the “top” and “bottom” electrodes
will result in the filtering of ions on the basis of the ratio of the
ion mobility in “high” and “low” electric fields.

A rectangular (or approximately rectangular) waveform
having repeatedly a high potential and then a low potential is
applied between the electrodes. For a relatively short period
of'time, a high potential is applied between the electrodes and
then for a longer period of time a relatively low potential of
opposite polarity is applied. The magnitude of the potentials
and the duration of their application are such that the time
averaged potential difference is zero. During the application
of'the high potential, ions will move toward the electrode with
the opposite polarity from the ion with a mobility K,,. During
the application of the low potential of opposing polarity, the
ions will move with a mobility K, and in the opposite direc-
tion to that when the high potential was applied. Applying an
additional DC “compensation voltage” (CV) between the
electrodes allows the selection of ions of a given mobility
difference to be transmitted. The larger the difference in K,
and K; of an ion the greater the CV required to transmit that
selected ion.

FAIMS spectrometers may be operated as standalone ion
filtering devices, but have seen more widespread use when
combined with mass spectrometry. (See, e.g., U.S. Pat. No.
6,504,149.) This type of combined analyzer provides advan-
tages over a mass spectrometer alone. For example, a com-
bined FAIMS mass spectrometer has an improved signal-to-
noise ratio over a mass spectrometer alone because the
FAIMS device can filter away the chemical background. This
feature becomes especially advantageous when combined
with ion trapping mass analyzers, where the removal of
chemical background allows an increase in the accumulation
of'ions of interest, effectively increasing signal abundance for
agiven ion. Further, FAIMS provides a way of separating ions
of identical mass but differing structure such as the case of
biological conformations, or chemical isomers thus creating
an additional dimension of shape-to-charge ratio to FAIMS-
mass analyzer instruments (Xuan et al., 2009; Shvartsburg et
al., 2010).

In order to increase selectivity, resolution, and peak capac-
ity in a FAIMS analyzer, and thereby optimize performance,
a number of methodologies have been employed. For
example, the use of planar geometry FAIMS devices versus
cylindrical devices can result in higher resolution, but can be
accompanied by lower ion transmission. Further improve-
ments have been attempted by increasing the amplitude of the
“high” portion of the electric field by improving power supply
designs thus increasing the ratio of K,/K; in some cases.
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However, this approach is limited as the voltage applied to the
FAIMS electrode will eventually reach the dielectric break-
down strength of the carrier gas causing a discharge to occur.
Alternatively, some have decreased the inter electrode dis-
tances thereby allowing an increase in the electric field with-
out discharge. However, this approach is also limited in that
eventually the gaps become so small as to be impractical in
terms of ion transmission and physical construction.

Optimizing the performance of FAIMS has also been
attempted by adjusting temperature, pressure, and/or gas
composition to affect K, and K, for a given ion. For example,
the use of helium, a relatively low molecular mass gas, has
been employed in an effort to optimize performance. How-
ever, there is a limit to the amount of helium which can be
used in a FAIMS analyzer. The maximum voltage which can
be applied between the FAIMS analyzer plates is reduced, for
example typically substantially reduced, when using gases
other than pure nitrogen.

Another approach to increasing the ratio of K,/K, is the
use of chemical modifiers or carrier gas dopants to increase
selectivity, resolution, and peak capacity in FAIMS. Dopants
and gas modifiers are typically vapors, such as water, metha-
nol, ethanol, propanol, or many other organic solvents. These
dopants form complexes with ions during the low electric
field portion of the waveform, reducing K,;. However, the
presence of chemical modifiers can decrease performance for
some analytes, either by chemical reactions which transfer
charge from ions of interest to the chemical modifier, or
through negatively impacting both K, and K, if ions do not
desolvate during the high field portion.

In the methodologies described above, any improvement
achieved in FAIMS performance for one compound or class
of compounds by using a mixture of gases or modified carrier
gas with chemical vapors is accompanied by a loss of perfor-
mance for some other class of compounds. This loss in per-
formance can reduce resolution, reduce peak capacity, or
result in a loss of signal intensity. In addition, gas mixtures
which contain a gas with a lower dielectric breakdown thresh-
old, or include reactive gases, may shorten the operational
lifetime of the instrument. Thus, the approaches previously
taken in the art to optimize FAIMS performance have been
met with limited success.

The presently disclosed subject matter provides methods
and devices to optimize the carrier gas composition in a
compound specific manner. By linking the composition or
flow rate of a gas or gases making up the gas composition with
the voltages being applied for FAIMS, analysis of a more
specific separation can be performed. This improved analysis
allows for improved resolution without severe ion discrimi-
nation or unacceptable losses in ion signal intensity. Multiple
possible techniques for linking or coordinatingly controlling
the scan of these two parameters is provided in the presently
disclosed subject matter. By coordinating the control of the
composition of the operating gas with the application of the
operating voltages the presently disclosed subject matter pro-
vides FAIMS systems having a wide range of ion filtering
characteristics such as high pass, low pass, or notch type filter
profiles, which can be mass, charge, or compound type spe-
cific.

For example, most FAIMS analyzers use pure nitrogen as a
carrier gas due to the convenience of combining FAIMS with
electrospray ionization (ESI) sources which commonly use
N, as nebulizer and drying gases. However, the addition of
alternate gases into the N, flow can increase the resolution of
FAIMS devices. Helium (He) is one of the lowest mass and
least polarizable gases used in FAIMS separations and can
increase the low field mobility. The use of He increases the
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resolution, but at the same time decreases sensitivity for low
mass-to-charge ions because of increased transmission loss
due to radial diffusion. However, a scan linking compensation
voltage (CV) and percent He composition, as disclosed
herein, can balance signal and resolution over a range of
mass-to-charge values.

In some embodiments, at least two flow controllers, also
referred to herein as flow or gas regulators, can be simulta-
neously controlled by an electronic controller which can con-
trol the scan of the compensation voltage applied to the
FAIMS device. As the compensation voltage is scanned to
higher values, the relative percentage of at least one non-
reactive gas of a carrier gas mixture (such as nitrogen, helium,
argon, krypton, or any other gases which do not cluster with,
aggregate around, or chemically bind to ions during their time
in the FAIMS analyzer) is decreased relative to the other gases
in a mixture. This coordinated reduction in the concentration
of one non-reactive gas coupled with scanned higher com-
pensation voltages provides for the typically low resolution
peaks associated with high mass to charge species, which
elute at lower compensation voltages, to be sharper while the
typically high resolution peaks, which in more traditional
high percentage helium gas blends suffer high losses, are
unaffected.

In some embodiments, at least two flow controllers or gas
regulators can be simultaneously controlled by an electronic
controller controlling the scan of the compensation voltage
applied to the FAIMS device with a CV dependent gas con-
centration profile which is notched. This coordinated control
of'the gas composition and compensation voltage is such that
over a range of voltages the gas composition changes at one or
more pre-determined CV voltages to form a two state system.
In some embodiments, this can eliminate peak overlap within
a specific region of the spectrum without affecting transmis-
sion for other ions.

In some embodiments, a one flow controller is dedicated to
the control of a desolvation gas, while a second controller is
dedicated to the control of a carrier gas. This second control-
ler can in some embodiments be scanned with an electronic
controller controlling the FAIMS separation (either the asym-
metric waveform or compensation voltage) to change the
time of the separation due to changes in flow and mobility of
the ion through the analyzer region. In some embodiments,
this can be used to improve the resolution for ions which have
short transit times under normal operating conditions, or to
prevent sensitivity loss by using heavier gases to reduce dif-
fusion perpendicular to the FAIMS electrodes for high mobil-
ity ions while allowing improved resolution for low mobility
ions. Still yet, in some embodiments at least one flow con-
troller is dedicated to controlling the carrier/desolvation gas
while another controller is used to control the concentration
of a reactive species in concert with the varying of voltages
applied to the FAIMS device. By way of example and not
limitation, a possible reactive species can be ammonia, chlo-
rine, hydrochloric acid, oxygen, or any other gas which clus-
ters with, aggregates around, or binds to an ion during the
time the ion resides in the FAIMS analyzer. By scanning the
flow of such reactive species only when desired the benefits
can be realized without suffering performance loss. Further,
by limiting introduction to relatively short periods, the instru-
ment itself benefits from reduced contamination or corrosive
effects from these reactive species.

Referring to FIG. 1, the block flow diagram depicts a
methodology for optimizing carrier gas composition as a
function of FAIMS analyzer voltage or scan time. In particu-
lar, FIG. 1 illustrates steps that can be employed in coordi-
nating the control of gas composition and voltage when using
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a FAIMS analyzer to thereby improve resolution, sensitivity,
and selectivity. In some embodiments, the ions are first gen-
erated and detected without separation, as depicted in the step
generally designated 110. Once a stable signal is achieved,
the electronics responsible for separation in FAIMS can be
turned on and adjusted to the desired amplitude and wave-
form shape in a next step generally designated 120. With the
electronics operating properly, a scan function or scan profile
can be constructed where the gas composition is varied as a
function of the compensation voltage, as depicted in the step
generally designated 130. Alternatively, in some embodi-
ments, the gas composition may be a function of dispersion
voltage. Still yet, in some embodiments, the gas composition
may be a function of both dispersion voltage and compensa-
tion voltage, e.g., the ratio of dispersion and compensation
voltages.

With the scan function created, the analytical scan can be
performed in a next step generally designated 140. Next, the
spectrum can be evaluated, either by the user or a computer
algorithm, by comparing the spectrum against user criteria as
indicated in the step generally designated 150. If the separa-
tion is found to provide an adequate separation of species,
while maintaining signal-to-noise ratios above a pre-deter-
mined threshold for peaks of interest, then the analysis is
complete (step generally designated 160). If the separation is
inadequate, as determined in the evaluation step 150, the scan
function or scan profile of step 130 can be modified so as to
improve the separation.

In some embodiments, methods are provided for operating
a high field asymmetric ion mobility spectrometry (FAIMS)
device and using a FAIMS device to separate ions in a sample,
wherein the methods can comprise providing a FAIMS device
having electrodes, supplying an operating gas to the FAIMS
device, wherein a composition of the operating gas comprises
a blend of at least two gases, applying a mixture of operating
voltages to the electrodes to establish a separation field
between the electrodes, applying a sample to be analyzed to
the FAIMS device, coordinating the control of the composi-
tion of the operating gas with the application of the mixture of
operating voltages, whereby a change in a voltage applied to
the electrodes results in a change in the composition of the
operating gas, and separating one or more ions in the sample.

Regarding the control of the composition of the operating
gas, in some embodiments a change in the composition of the
operating gas can comprise a change in the relative proportion
of'the at least two gases with respect to one another. In some
aspects, the blend of at least two operating gases can comprise
a blend of at least two non-reactive gases. Alternatively, in
some aspects, the blend of at least two operating gases can
comprise one or more reactive gas.

Regarding the control of the flow or pressure of the oper-
ating gas, in some embodiments the total flow or pressure of
the operating gas within the FAIMS device can be held con-
stant by increasing the flow or pressure of a first gas in the
blend while simultaneously proportionally decreasing the
flow or pressure of the remaining gas or gases. Alternatively,
in some embodiments, the total flow or pressure of the oper-
ating gas within the FAIMS device is allowed to vary, either
momentarily or continuously during the method of separating
ions. In some embodiments, the flow or pressure of the oper-
ating gas can be separately controlled, and the at least two
gases making up the composition of the operating gas can be
combined at a single point either prior to, or at a connection
with the FAIMS device. Still yet, in some aspects the flow or
pressure of the operating gas can be separately controlled, and
the at least two gases making up the composition of the
operating gas can be introduced into the FAIMS device at
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separate points on the FAIMS device such that gases enter or
leave the device through at least two distinct paths.

With regard to the coordinated control or linked scanning
of'the operating gas and operating voltages, in some aspects at
least one operating voltage can be the compensation voltage,
dispersion voltage, the combination of dispersion voltage and
compensation voltage, or the ratio of dispersion and compen-
sation voltages. In some embodiments, the coordinated con-
trol of the composition of the operating gas with the applica-
tion of the mixture of operating voltages can be used to shift
the position of a peak in a compensation voltage spectrum to
improve ion selectivity or peak capacity. In some embodi-
ments, the coordinated control of the composition of the
operating gas with the application of the mixture of operating
voltages can comprise scanning the operating gas composi-
tion while operating the FAIMS device, wherein a scan of the
operating gas composition can be used as a way for signal
intensity control.

In some aspects, the flow or pressure of one or more gases
within the operating gas can be varied in a manner which
results in the residence time of ions within the FAIMS device
being voltage dependent. In some embodiments, the flow or
pressure of one or more gases within the operating gas can be
varied with voltage applied as a way of selectively modifying
the diffusion rate of specific ions within the FAIMS device. In
some embodiments, the flow or pressure of one or more gases
within the operating gas can be varied in a manner which
causes a change in the temperature of ions transmitted
through the FAIMS device. In some embodiments, the flow or
pressure of one or more gases within the operating gas or
gaseous vapors can be varied to aid or inhibit the formation of
ion-neutral complexes, clusters, products, or the formation of
other species which result in changes to ion velocity within
the FAIMS device.

In some embodiments, both the operating gas composition
and voltages applied can be controlled to selectively transmit
ions of a specific class or family. In some embodiments, the
specific class or family belongs to the group of lipids, carbo-
hydrates, peptides, proteins, hydrocarbons, or any other
group of molecules sharing similar elemental composition
and chemical properties. Likewise, in some embodiments,
both the operating gas composition and voltages can be con-
trolled to selectively transmit ions of differing chemical com-
position but similar physical characteristics. The physical
characteristics can be, for example, mass, charge, ion cross-
section, ion mobility, polarizability, hydrophobicity, boiling
point, or electron affinity.

In some embodiments the presently disclosed subject mat-
ter provides a FAIMS device comprising a gas regulator in
communication with a FAIMS analyzer, wherein the gas
regulator provides for the introduction of an operating gas
into the FAIMS analyzer, and a controller in communication
with the gas regulator, wherein the controller is capable of
varying the composition of the operating gas introduced into
the FAIMS analyzer. In some embodiments, a gas regulator
can provide for the introduction of an operating gas into a
FAIMS analyzer at a single inlet on the FAIMS analyzer. In
some embodiments, a FAIMS analyzer of the presently dis-
closed subject matter can comprise at least two gas regulators,
wherein the at least two gas regulators provide for the intro-
duction of at least two gases which comprise the composition
of the operating gas. In some aspects, the at least two gas
regulators can provide for the introduction of an operating gas
into the FAIMS analyzer using at least two separate inlets on
the FAIMS analyzer. Alternatively, in some aspects the two
gas regulators can provide for the introduction of the operat-
ing gas into the FAIMS analyzer at the same inlet on the
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FAIMS analyzer. In some embodiments, the two gas regula-
tors can provide for the introduction of a different gas com-
prising the operating gas introduced into the FAIMS analyzer.

In some embodiments, a FAIMS device of the presently
disclosed subject matter can provide for the ability to varying
the composition of the operating gas, which can comprise
varying the flow or pressure of one or more gases being
introduced into the FAIMS analyzer. In some aspects, the
composition of the operating gas is varied as a function of a
scanning voltage input from a FAIMS power supply to the
FAIMS analyzer.

In some embodiments, a FAIMS device of the presently
disclosed subject matter can comprise a gas regulator that is
electronically controlled by a controller that is in electronic
communication with the regulator. A controller can comprise
a computer-readable medium having stored thereon instruc-
tions for controlling the regulator to thereby provide an oper-
ating gas composition as a function of a scanning voltage
input from a FAIMS power supply.

A schematic of a FAIMS analyzer of the presently dis-
closed subject matter is provided in FIG. 2. In some embodi-
ments, and as illustrated in FIG. 2, a FAIMS analyzer, gener-
ally designated 200, can use a combination of two separately
regulated gases as both the counter current desolvation gas
and the analyzer carrier gas. In some embodiments, FAIMS
analyzer 200, as depicted in FIG. 2, can have the capability to
utilize a linked scan of gas composition and voltage.

In some embodiments, a FAIMS analyzer 200 can com-
prise an ion source 210 from which species to be analyzed are
generated, at least two variable gas flow or pressure regula-
tors, generally depicted in FIG. 2 as 220 and 230, a controller
400 in communication with gas regulators 220 and 230, and a
power supply 240. Power supply 240 can generate an asym-
metric waveform and scanning compensation voltage neces-
sary to separate ions based on the ratio of K, to K;. In some
embodiments, the gas output 250 from gas regulators 220 and
230 can be combined at a point 260 and mixed prior to acting
as the carrier gas within FAIMS analyzer 200. Some percent-
age of the gas mixture maybe used as a desolvation gas while
the remainder can act as the carrier gas to transport ions
through the analyzer region, generally designated 270 in F1G.
2, towards an ion detector 280. Ion detector 280 may be anion
detector known in the prior art, including but not limited to a
Faraday cup, channeltron, discrete dynode electron multi-
plier, or microchannel plate detector.

FIG. 3 is a schematic of a FAIMS analyzer using separate
gas ports with the desolvation gas being split between desol-
vation and carrier gas, and a separate controller and ports for
a dedicated carrier gas. In some embodiments, and as illus-
trated in FIG. 3, a FAIMS analyzer, generally designated 200,
can use a combination of two separately regulated gases as
both the counter current desolvation gas and the analyzer
carrier gas. In some embodiments, a FAIMS analyzer 200 as
illustrated in FIG. 3 can be largely similar to the FAIMS
analyzer 200 illustrated in FIG. 2, with the exception of the
point of entry of gases from gas regulators 220 and 230. That
is, in some embodiments a FAIMS analyzer 200 of FIG. 3 can
comprise an ion source 210 from which species to be ana-
lyzed are generated, at least two variable gas flow or pressure
regulators 220 and 230, and a power supply 240. Power
supply 240 can generate an asymmetric waveform and scan-
ning compensation voltage necessary to separate ions based
on the ratio of K, to K.

As depicted in FIG. 3, in some embodiments gas regulators
220 and 230 can provide a first and second gas, respectively,
wherein the first and second gases are not combined at a point
prior to entry into FAIMS analyzer 200 as in FIG. 2. Instead,
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in some embodiments a first gas output 250 regulated by gas
regulator 220 can be partitioned between desolvation and
carrier gas prior to entry into FAIMS analyzer 200 region 300
while a second gas regulated by gas regulator 230 enters
FAIMS analyzer 200 at an inlet 320 or plurality of inlets 320
downstream in the analyzer region 270. In some embodi-
ments, a second gas regulated by gas regulator 230 can be
used only for the carrier gas and can allow for more exact
control of gas composition within FAIMS analyzer region
270, particularly as compared to some embodiments such as
that depicted in FIG. 2.

FIGS. 2 and 3 are schematics of FAIMS analyzers in planar
geometries. The presently disclosed and claimed subject mat-
ter, including linking the composition or flow rate of a gas or
gases making up the gas composition with the voltages being
applied, can also be employed in FAIMS analyzers of cylin-
drical geometries.

In some embodiments, the carrier gas can comprise at least
two component gases. FIG. 4 provides a graphical represen-
tation of the scan of a first component of the gas mixture as a
function of the voltages applied to a FAIMS analyzer to
perform ion separation. In this case a first gas in the blend is
decreased linearly over the analysis while the voltage is
increased linearly. A second gas which when combined with
the first gas creates the mixture of gases used as the FAIMS
carrier gas increases to maintain a constant flow or pressure
through the system. In alternate embodiments, the flow rate or
pressure of the carrier gas is allowed to vary with composi-
tion. In alternate embodiments, the concentration of the car-
rier gas, comprising any number of gases, may be varied
according to any function of the FAIMS voltages.

In some embodiments, the concentration of a gas can
change in a non-linear fashion with respect to the voltages
applied during FAIMS analysis. For example, FIG. 5 depicts
a graphical representation of a scan of a first component of a
gas mixture as a function of the voltages applied to a FAIMS
analyzer to perform ion separation. In this case the first gas in
the blend is decreased in a non-linear fashion over the analy-
sis while the voltage is increased linearly. A second gas,
which when combined with the first gas creates the mixture of
gases used as the FAIMS carrier gas, may increase to maintain
a constant flow or pressure through the system. In alternate
embodiments, the flow rate or pressure of the carrier gas is
allowed to vary with the composition of the carrier gas. In
alternate embodiments, the concentration in the carrier gas,
comprising any number of gases, may be varied according to
any function of the FAIMS voltages.

In some embodiments, the concentration of a gas can
increase and then decrease in a step-wise fashion with respect
to the voltages applied during FAIMS analysis. For example,
FIG. 6 depicts a graphical representation of the scan of a first
component of a gas mixture comprising at least two gases
with the voltages applied to a FAIMS analyzer to perform ion
separation. In this embodiment, the first gas in the blend can
be both increased and decreased over the analysis while the
voltage is increasing linearly. In some embodiments, the first
gas in the blend is increased and then decreased in a step-wise
fashion. In one embodiment, the second gas, which when
combined with the first gas creates the mixture of gases used
as the FAIMS carrier gas, is varied to maintain a constant flow
or pressure through the system. In alternate embodiments, the
flow rate or pressure of the carrier gas is allowed to vary with
composition. In alternate embodiments, the concentration in
the carrier gas, comprising any number of gases, may be
varied according to any function of the FAIMS voltages.

EXAMPLES

The following examples have been included to illustrate
modes of'the presently disclosed subject matter. In light of the



US 9,188,565 B2

11

present disclosure and the general level of skill in the art,
those of skill will appreciate that the following examples are
intended to be exemplary only and that numerous changes,
modifications, and alterations can be employed without
departing from the scope of the presently disclosed subject
matter.

Materials and Methods Employed in Examples

Experiments described in the examples hereinbelow were
performed on a Bruker Esquire 3000 mass spectrometer. The
planar FAIMS device was constructed from 6 mmx25 mm
electrodes spaced 0.3 mm apart. The device was designed to
be coupled to a flared glass capillary ESI inlet, and mounts on
an Apollo I source. Nitrogen gas was used as the nebulizing
and counter-current drying gas, which also serves as the
FAIMS carrier gas.

Samples of Angiotensin I, PEG 600 and Agilent electro-
spray calibrant solution (02421-60001) were used to deter-
mine the percent ion transmission and resolution with varying
He concentrations. Helium was metered into the counter cur-
rent gas line using an MKS model 1179 mass flow controller.
The amount of helium was controlled by a LabVIEW pro-
gram and ranged from 0% to 60%.

The total flow rate was 7 L/min for all experiments. For
linked scans nitrogen and helium were both metered through
MKS model 1179 flow controllers. The flow rate for linked
scans was set to 2 L/min in the instrument software and the
remaining flow was controlled through a Tenma power sup-
ply. An inverse linear relationship between the nitrogen and
helium maintained the total output from the supply at 5
L/min. This flow combined to the 2 L/min flow from the
instrument through a tee that entered prior to the heating
block in the source.

Example 1

PEG 600 was analyzed with the planar FAIMS grounded
and the electrospray needle at 4.25 kV. N, flow was controlled
through the Bruker software. Helium was added to produce
carrier gas ratios ranging from 0% He to 60% He. Ratios
above 60% He/40% N, were not possible due to pumping
limitations of the instrument. The mass-to-charge values
studied ranged from m/z 261 to m/z 789. All ions decreased in
transmission with increasing percentage of He. See FIG. 7. At
60% He the lowest mass-to-charge ion, at m/z 261, decreased
to 21% of its initial transmission when no He was added and
the highest mass-to-charge ion at m/z 789 decreased to 43%
of its initial transmission. The lower mass-to-charge ions’
transmission was reduced relative to the higher mass-to-
charge ions most likely due to increased diffusion rates in He.

Example 2

CV scans of Agilent electrospray calibrant solution with
varying percentages of He were done to determine the effect
on resolution. Tons with mass-to-charge values of 622, 922,
1522, and 2122 were observed with percent helium compo-
sitions ranging from 0% He to 57%. As shown in FIGS.
8A-8D, the resolution increased with increasing helium for
m/z 1522, but smaller mass-to-charge ions were lost above
28% He. This sample was also held at a static CV and the
percent He composition was scanned to successfully separate
the sample. Scanning the percent He composition was also
able to separate two conformations of m/z 2122. See FIG. 9.

Example 3

Angiotensin | was studied to determine the effect of He
concentration on a smaller peptide. The percent transmission
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decreased for both charge states studied above 1 I./min He.
See FIG. 10. This decrease in transmission limited separation
capabilities for flow rates above 1.5 L/min He. See FIG. 10.
The CV for both charge states increased with increasing
percent He composition. The resolving power for m/z 433
increased minimally, from 10.9 (0% He) to 11.5 (14% He).
See FIGS. 11A and 11B. Similar results for both m/z 433 and
m/z 649 at 0 L/min He, 0.5 L/min He and 1 L/min He are
shown in FIGS. 12A, 12B and 12C, respectively.

Example 4

Scans linking percent He composition with CV were done
using the Agilent electrospray calibrant solution. The percent
He composition was scanned from 57% to 0% while the CV
was scanned from 5V to 13 V. A linked scan for the calibrant
solution is shown in FIG. 13. The average resolution for m/z
622 increased from 8.72 when no He was added to 16.9 with
the linked scan. The average resolution for m/z 922 increased
from 9.07 when no He was added to 19.6 with the linked scan.
The average resolution for m/z 1522 increased from 5.64
when no He was added to 38.9 with the linked scan. The
intensity of each ion decreased during the linked scan but
transmission was still high enough to easily detect the ions.
Data from similar experiments are provided in FIG. 14 where
different slopes of the scan line (CV vs. He flow) have been
used. In FIG. 15 a resolution of 114 was obtained for m/z
1522.

Example 5

FIGS. 16 A and 16B are graphical representations illustrat-
ing the effect of He on dispersion voltage waveform. FIG.
16A illustrates the waveform when He concentration is 0%.
FIG. 16B illustrates the waveform when He concentration is
60%. No changes were made to settings of the power sup-
plies. The results illustrate that introduction of He to the
system causes the waveform to change due to the change in
the capacitance.

Example 6

FIGS. 17A-17C are graphical representations illustrating
the effect of He on separation of ions with mass-to-charge
values of 622 (FIG. 17A), 922 (FIG. 17B) and 1522 (FIG.
17C). For each ion (m/z 622, 922 and 1522) results are shown
for gas compositions consisting of: 100% N, and 0% He; 80%
N, and 20% He; 60% N, and 40% He; and 40% N, and 60%
He. Increasing the percent He increases the mobility of the
ion requiring an increase in the CV to transmit the ion to the
mass spectrometer. The peak shape does not change signifi-
cantly thus the resolving power increases.

Conclusions from Examples

The percent He composition was successfully scanned to
separate a sample as well as two conformations of one of the
ions within the sample. Changing the percent He composition
also alters the FAIMS waveform which alters the separation.
The presently disclosed and claimed subject matter provides
methods and devices to scan CV and percent He composition
simultaneously to thereby allow for the coordinated control of
carrier gas composition and the voltages applied to a FAIMS
analyzer. This scanning mode reduces the ion losses associ-
ated with using He while significantly increasing resolving
power over traditional CV scans.
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In some embodiments, resolving power is a characteriza-
tion of how powerful a tool is for separating two very similar
things. One way of doing this is to look at the characteristics
of'a single peak to determine how much phase space is avail-
able in the separation (i.e. how much time, voltage, or some-
thing else it takes to make the peak appear) and dividing that
by how much space the peak takes up. Thus, in some aspects
resolving power can be expressed as

cv
ACV g’

or CV/full width have max CV of peak. For example, for a
peak ata CV of 10V thatis 1 V wide at the half maximum (or
haltway down the peak), where all the peaks are of the same
intensity and separation efficiency but for different compo-
nents, and where for example 10 peaks are lined up and
resolved down to the 50% line, the resolving power is 10.

It will be understood that various aspects or details of the
presently disclosed subject matter may be changed, or various
aspects or details of different embodiments may be arbitrarily
combined if practicable, without departing from the scope of
the presently disclosed subject matter. Furthermore, the fore-
going description is for the purpose of illustration only, and
not for the purpose of limiting the presently disclosed subject
matter, which is defined solely by the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A method of separating ions in a sample using a high
field asymmetric ion mobility spectrometry (FAIMS) device,
comprising:

(a) providing a FAIMS device;

(b) supplying an operating gas to the FAIMS device,
wherein a composition of the operating gas comprises a
blend of at least two gases;

(c) applying a mixture of operating voltages to the FAIMS
device to establish a separation field;

(d) applying a sample to be analyzed to the FAIMS device;

(e) coordinating control of the composition of the operat-
ing gas with the application of the mixture of operating
voltages, whereby a change in a voltage applied to the
FAIMS device results in a change in the composition of
the operating gas, wherein the composition of the oper-
ating gas is scanned during the coordinated control of
the composition of the operating gas and the application
of the mixture of operating voltages;

(f) separating one or more ions in the sample; and

(g) simultaneously scanning the operating voltages and gas
composition so as to filter components of the sample and
successively transmit them through the FAIMS device,
wherein the simultaneous scanning of the operating
voltages and gas composition occur during the coordi-
nated control of the composition of the operating gas and
the application of the mixture of operating voltages.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein a change in the compo-
sition of the operating gas comprises a change in the relative
proportion of the at least two gases with respect to one
another.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein at least one operating
voltage is the compensation voltage, dispersion voltage, the
combination of dispersion voltage and compensation voltage,
or the ratio of dispersion and compensation voltages.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the blend of at least two
operating gases comprises a blend of at least two non-reactive
gases.
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5. The method of claim 1, wherein the blend of at least two
operating gases comprises one or more reactive gas.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein a total flow or pressure
of'the operating gas within the FAIMS device is held constant
by increasing the flow or pressure of a first gas in the blend
while simultaneously proportionally decreasing the flow or
pressure of the remaining gas or gases.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the total flow or pressure
of the operating gas within the FAIMS device is allowed to
vary, either momentarily or continuously during the method
of separating ions.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the flow or pressure of
the operating gas is separately controlled, and the at least two
gases making up the composition of the operating gas are
combined at a single point either prior to, or at a connection
with the FAIMS device.

9. The method of claim 1, wherein the flow or pressure of
the operating gas is separately controlled, and the at least two
gases making up the composition of the operating gas are
introduced into the FAIMS device at separate points on the
FAIMS device such that gases enter or leave the device
through at least two distinct paths.

10. The method of claim 1, wherein the coordinated control
of'the composition of the operating gas with the application of
the mixture of operating voltages is used to shift the position
of'a peak in a compensation voltage spectrum to improve ion
selectivity or peak capacity.

11. The method of claim 1, wherein the coordinated control
of'the composition of the operating gas with the application of
the mixture of operating voltages comprises scanning the
operating gas composition while operating the FAIMS
device, wherein a scan of the operating gas composition is
used for signal intensity control.

12. The method of claim 1, wherein the flow or pressure of
one or more gases within the operating gas is varied in a
manner which results in the residence time of ions within the
FAIMS device being voltage dependent.

13. The method of claim 1, wherein the flow or pressure of
one or more gases within the operating gas is varied with
voltage applied as a means of selectively modifying the dif-
fusion rate of specific ions within the FAIMS device.

14. The method of claim 1, wherein the flow or pressure of
one or more gases within the operating gas is varied in a
manner which causes a change in the temperature of ions
transmitted through the FAIMS device.

15. The method of claim 1, wherein the flow or pressure of
one or more gases within the operating gas or gaseous vapors
is varied to aid or inhibit the formation of ion-neutral com-
plexes, clusters, products, or the formation of other species
which result in changes to ion velocity within the FAIMS
device.

16. The method of claim 1, wherein both operating gas
composition and voltages applied controlled to selectively
transmit ions of a specific class or family.

17. The method of claim 16, wherein the specific class or
family belongs to the group of lipids, carbohydrates, peptides,
proteins, hydrocarbons, or any other group of molecules shar-
ing similar elemental composition and chemical properties.

18. The method of claim 1, wherein both operating gas
composition and voltages are controlled to selectively trans-
mit ions of differing chemical composition but similar physi-
cal characteristics.

19. The method of claim 18, where the physical character-
istics are selected from the group consisting of mass, charge,
ion cross-section, ion mobility, polarizability, hydrophobic-
ity, boiling point, and electron affinity.
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20. A method of operating a high field asymmetric ion

mobility spectrometry (FAIMS) device, comprising:

(a) providing a FAIMS device;

(b) supplying an operating gas to the FAIMS device,
wherein a composition of the operating gas comprises a
blend of at least two operating gases;

(c) applying a mixture of operating voltages to the FAIMS
device to thereby establish a separation field; and

(d) coordinating the control of the composition of the oper-
ating gas with the application of the mixture of operating
voltages, whereby a change in a voltage applied to the
FAIMS device results in a change in the composition of
the operating gas, wherein the composition of the oper-
ating gas is scanned during the coordinated control of
the composition of the operating gas and the application
of the mixture of operating voltages; and

(e) simultaneously scanning the operating voltages and gas
composition so as to filter components of the sample and
successively transmit them through the FAIMS device,
wherein the simultaneous scanning of the operating
voltages and gas composition occur during the coordi-
nated control of the composition of the operating gas and
the application of the mixture of operating voltages.

21. The method of claim 20, wherein a change in the

composition of the operating gas comprises a change in the
relative proportion of the at least two gases with respect to one
another.
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22. The method of claim 20, wherein at least one operating
voltage is the compensation voltage, dispersion voltage, the
combination of dispersion voltage and compensation voltage,
or the ratio of dispersion and compensation voltages.

23. The method of claim 20, wherein the blend of at least
two operating gases comprises a blend of at least two non-
reactive gases.

24. The method of claim 20, wherein the blend of at least
two operating gases comprises one or more reactive gas.

25. The method of claim 20, wherein a total flow or pres-
sure of the operating gas within the FAIMS device is held
constant by increasing the flow or pressure of a first gas in the
blend while simultaneously proportionally decreasing the
flow or pressure of the remaining gas or gases.

26. The method of claim 20, wherein the flow or pressure of
the operating gas is separately controlled, and the at least two
gases making up the composition of the operating gas are
combined at a single point either prior to, or at a connection
with the FAIMS device.

27. The method of claim 20, wherein the flow or pressure of
the operating gas is separately controlled, and the at least two
gases making up the composition of the operating gas are
introduced into the FAIMS device at separate points on the
FAIMS device such that gases enter or leave the device
through at least two distinct paths.

#* #* #* #* #*



